United States Embassy, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Message for U.S. Citizens
Travel Warning for Bangladesh

August 26, 2017

The Department of State warns U.S. citizens of continuing threats from terrorist groups
in Bangladesh and to consider the risks of travel to and throughout the country. The
Department is updating this travel warning to reflect the change in the U.S. Embassy in
Dhaka’s status to “partially accompanied,” effective August 24, 2017, allowing all
spouses/partners of U.S. government personnel to remain in or return to Dhaka.
Previously, only adult family members employed by the U.S. government were
permitted to remain or return to Dhaka. Minor dependents are still prohibited from
residing in Dhaka. The U.S. Embassy remains open and will provide all consular
services. This travel warning replaces the travel warning dated January 5, 2017.

While Bangladeshi security forces continue to identify and counter terrorist elements,
the Islamic State of Iraq and ash Sham (ISIS) and al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent
(AQIS) persist in their efforts to plot and/or carry out terrorist attacks throughout the
country. In March, two suicide bombing attempts occurred at Dhaka’s Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport and an explosion in the city of Sylhet killed seven people. These
incidents were the first notable attacks since July 1, 2016, when terrorists killed more
than 20 people, including one U.S. citizen, in a restaurant frequented by foreigners in
Dhaka's diplomatic enclave.

In October 2016, ISIS threatened to target "expats, tourists, diplomats, garment buyers,
missionaries, and sports teams" in the most "secured zones" in Bangladesh.

Recurring threats and periodic terrorist activities have prompted the Embassy to require
U.S. government personnel in Bangladesh to live, work, and travel under strict security
guidelines. The internal security policies of the U.S. Mission in Bangladesh may be
changed or adjusted at any time and without advance notice.

U.S. government officials and their adult family members are not permitted to travel on
foot, motorcycle, bicycle, rickshaw, or other uncovered means on public thoroughfares
and sidewalks in Bangladesh. In addition, U.S. government officials and their family
members remain severely restricted in their ability to visit public establishments and
places or to attend large gatherings in Bangladesh. U.S. citizens should take stringent
security measures, remain vigilant, and be alert to local security developments.

For further information:

e See the State Department's travel website for the Worldwide Caution, Travel
Warnings, Travel Alerts, and Country Specific Information.



http://travel.state.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/worldwide-caution.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/country/bangladesh.html

e Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) to receive security
messages and make it easier to locate you in an emergency.

e Contact the U.S. Embassy in Dhaka, Bangladesh, located at Madani
Avenue, Baridhara, Dhaka, Bangladesh 1212, at (88) (02) 5566-2000, 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sunday through Thursday. Weekends and After-hours
emergency number for U.S. citizens is (88) (02) 5566-2000 and press “0”
and ask for the duty officer.

e (Call 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada or 1-202-501-
4444 from other countries from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Standard
Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays).

e Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.

American Citizen Services
U.S. Embassy
Dhaka, Bangladesh


https://step.state.gov/step/
https://step.state.gov/step/
https://bd.usembassy.gov/
http://twitter.com/travelgov
http://www.facebook.com/travelgov

